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Present:

	Councillor Shirley Burns
	Board Member (Chairman)
	Lancaster City Council

	Paul Hart
	Board Member (Business Sector)
	Chamber of Trade

	Dave Stafford
	Board Member (Community Representative)
	Poulton Residents Association

	Vicki Atkins
	Board Member (Community Rep)
	Poulton-le-Sands Primary School

	Margaret Simpson
	Board Member (Community Representative)
	Poulton Residents’ Association

	Austin Staunton
	Board Member (Voluntary Sector)
	Citizens Advice Bureau

	John Deacon
	Project Director Community Engagement
	Poulton Neighbourhood Management

	Steve Matthews
	Project Director Urban Renewal
	Neighbourhood Task Force 

	Alan Orchard
	Neighbourhood Officer 
	Poulton Neighbourhood Management

	Jenny Kay
	Democratic Support Officer
	Lancaster City Council


Apologies:
	Councillor Evelyn Archer
	Board Member (Vice-Chairman)
	Lancaster City Council

	Councillor Rebekah Gerrard
	Board Member
	Lancaster City Council

	Carol Edmunds
	Board Member (Business Sector)
	Chamber of Trade

	Beryl Spelling
	Board Member (Voluntary Sector)
	Morecambe Neighbourhood Council

	Inspector Gary Roberts
	Board Member (Public Sector Representative)
	Lancashire Constabulary

	Hilda Adams
	Board Member (Community Representative)
	Poulton Residents’ Association

	Chris Martin
	Board Member (Community Representative)
	Poulton Residents’ Association

	Paul Fraser-Gray
	Project Administrator
	Poulton Neighbourhood Management

	Terrie Metcalfe
	Board Member (Community Rep)
	Morecambe Bay C P School

	Jacqui Thompson
	Board Member (Public Sector Representative)
	Morecambe Bay PCT


	49
MINUTES

	The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th June, 2007 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.



	50

MATTERS ARISING

	Vicki Atkins informed the Board that her apologies had not been recorded for the previous two meetings.

An update on the Clock Towers canopy was requested. Members were advised that CC(D)S did not have it included within this year’s budget, but hoped that repairs could be carried out from existing budgets before the end of the financial year.



	51 

CORRESPONDENCE

	There was no correspondence to report.



	52

PRESENTATION - SMARTWATER



	As a substantial number of apologies had been received for the meeting, it had been agreed that the Smartwater presentation would be deferred until the next meeting of the Board.
Resolved :

That the Smartwater presentation be deferred until the next meeting of the Board.


	53

UPDATE ON GRAFFITI

	Alan Orchard updated Members on the current position regarding Poulton Residents’ Association’s audit of graffiti in the area. The Board was reminded that representatives from the Residents’ Association had provided Officers with photographic evidence of graffiti on privately owned properties.
Members were given a detailed report of the graffiti that had been discovered and how its potential removal had been addressed.

The Board thanked Alan Orchard for his work on the project.



	54
MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT

	Members were advised that Management and Administration costs were £12,454 within the cumulative budget.  Leverage spend would be reported at the next meeting after the first quarter had been completed. 

The Board went on to discuss the interest in the Tutti Fruitti festival and its future as a sustainable annual event.



	55  

POULTON RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION

	Dave Stafford informed Members that concern had been raised at the last Residents’ Association meeting over Ward Councillors not attending meetings. 
A further issue raised was that of rats being found in Queen Street, Morecambe Street, Northumberland Street and also in the rock armour.  Members discussed this issue and were reminded that the problem with litter attracting rats in the rocks had been raised many times with CC(D)S without success. It was noted however, that CC(D)S would be purchasing a machine to remove litter from the rocks in the future.
Further areas of concern raised by the Residents’ Association related to the up keep of the gardens outside the Police station, money being lost in the toilet locks in the new toilets and the signs for the Credit Union being wrong now they had moved. Austin Staunton agreed to talk to the Credit Union to request signs in the windows of the old office advising the public that they had moved premises.


	56
APPRAISAL PANEL

	Members were informed that there were no applications to consider.


	57
P.A.C.T. UPDATE

	The Chairman advised Members of issues raised at the recent P.A.C.T. meeting.

It was reported that speeding on Oxford Street was not as much of a problem and speed monitoring was currently being undertaken by the Police on Lord Street. Problems had been reported at Matthias Court with youths climbing on the Portakabin at the rear of Morecambe Town Hall. Also alley gating behind Kensington Road and Oxford Street had  been discussed.



	58
NEW FUNDING REQUESTS 

	There were no new funding requests to consider.


	59

ENVIRONMENT GROUP

	Members were advised that at the last Environment Group the Head of Health and Strategic Housing had attended and reported on the new smoking laws that had been introduced. The Head of CC(D)S had also attended and reported on the opening times of the new toilets.
Members expressed concern over the opening times of the toilets as it had been presumed that they were open 24 hours. 
It was agreed that Officers would investigate 24 hour opening of the Promenade toilets and signage at the side and back of the building.
Resolved :

That Officers investigate 24 hour opening of the Promenade toilets and signage at the side and back of the building.



	60

HOUSING CAPITAL PROGRAMME – HOUSING AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT SUB 
GROUP

	Steve Matthews updated Members on the work that was being undertaken currently by the Housing and Built Environment Sub Group. It was reported that work would commence on the Astra Ballroom within a few weeks and work on Fisherman’s Square was progressing well. Members were advised that the majority of the funding had been allocated to facelift schemes in Poulton but a small proportion would be used for tidying up Church Walk. 
Members expressed their disappointment at the charity shop that had opened on Promenade. It was reported that Planning Officers were currently investigating whether the Council had any power to prevent such shops opening on the Promenade. It was suggested that it may be possible for the Council to control this by using its discretionary powers by enforcing the full level of Council tax on charity shops on The Promenade.
It was agreed that Officers would investigate this further.
Resolved :

That Officers investigate the discretionary powers the Council has on enforcing full payment of Council tax on charity shops on The Promenade


	61

QUICK RESPONSE FUND REQUESTS

	Members were advised that an application had been received from More Music in Morecambe for £450 for kite making workshops at Poulton le Sands and Morecambe Bay Primary Schools.
It was reported that a further application had been submitted by the Princes Trust for £220 towards a memorial garden for the Chinese Cocklers who had lost their lives in the cockling tragedy.


	62
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	Paul Hart requested Members to consider the issue of the M6 Link Road. A lengthy debate ensued. 

It was proposed by Paul Hart and seconded by Dave Stafford :

“That Poulton Neighbourhood Management Board advise the Public Enquiry into the Link Road that it supports the Northern Route for the By-Pass.”

It was then proposed by Councillor Shirley Burns and seconded by Austin Staunton, by way of an amendment :

“That Poulton Neighbourhood Management Board believe that a by pass is desperately needed for Morecambe."
Upon being put to the vote Members voted unanimously in favour of the amendment.

A vote was then taken on the substantive motion and Members voted unanimously in favour of the proposition.

Members requested that reports from the Public Enquiry be considered at the next meeting of the Board.
Alan Orchard informed the Board that the figures circulated at the meeting on 10th May relating to the Quick Response Vehicle were incorrect – the figures were actually one decimal place out.
Resolved :

(1)
That Poulton Neighbourhood Management Board believe that a By-Pass is desperately 
needed for Morecambe.
(2)
That reports from the Public Enquiry into the M6 Link Road be considered at the next 
meeting of the Board.

	……………………………….







                                          Chairman



	The meeting closed at 7.00 p.m.)

	Any queries regarding these Minutes, please contact Jenny Kay, 

Democratic Services on 01524 582065 or 
alternatively please e-mail jkay@lancaster.gov.uk
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